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number of them, and there are self-appointed
leaders in plenty to urge them on. But not until
ilie Saxon ceases to be a Saxon will he really take
to tins kindly and eagerly. If that time ever
comes then indeed the British Empire will
(Tumble fast enough.

These days of new commercial rivals, and of
intense commercial competition, have had a
serious effect upon English life as we have seen,
and it is folly for the Englishman to ignore them,
or to pooh-pooh them. It is, however, folly worse
confounded to turn from his virile lineage of
individual independence to the weak alternative
of petty State interference at every turn as a
refuge or a remedy* Grant that one in forty of
the inhabitants is a domestic servant, that one in
every forty-four is a pauper, that one in every
eleven in Ireland is living on the rates, that
lunacy is increasing, that the birth-rate is steadily
declining, that 30.7 per cent, of the population of
London is in poverty, that the entire middle and
upper class in London number only 17.8 per
cent of the population, and all this is true, does
the solution of these and other problems lie in any
scheme for making men less independent, more
timorous, more ignobly cautious, readier to trust
to the State rather than to themselves to extricate
the nation from this slough of despond ? It may